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Deer Antler-Cutting Ceremony
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This vigorous event, held in autumn here in the old capital, Nara, has
been continued since 1672 in Edo era. It is said that Kofukuji Temple
started cutting antlers by request from Nara magistrate to avoid injury
of people and deer by antlers of male deer in mating season. Cutting
antlers was conducted in towns of Nara until the beginning of Meiji Era
and people were watching it on the roadside or from windows and
roofs. In the middle of the Meiji era, at the end of 19th century, it was
held at the entrance path to the Kasuga Taisha shrine. In 1928, this
Tsunokiri stadium was built and has been used for cutting antlers ever
since.
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The ceremony is performed by men who each fill the seko role
or the shinkan role. First, the men in the seko role, who are
wearing headbands called hachimaki, and happi, which are old
Japanese traditional clothes on special occasions, use bamboo
rods with red flags to chase deer with large antlers into the
cutting area where more seko stand along the bars in line. They
make deer run inside one by one and use catching device called
juji, which is made up of crossed bamboos with rope. One seko
throws the rope aiming at the antlers of the running deer. Once
the rope is caught on the antlers, seko rush to hold down the
deer. Then, the role of shinkan begins. The shinkan is wearing
eboshi, an old Japanese hat and hitatare, an old Japanese cloth.
He pours water to the captured deer’s mouth to calm it down
and then carefully saws the antlers. These antlers are then

offered on the altar. After that, the deer are released into Nara
Park.
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If you bring an umbrella, use it on top step.

Smoking and eating are prohibited here.
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Timetable
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Shmto ritual starts at 11:45 a.m.

kR Refrain from using tripods and selfie sticks.
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They throw the rope aiming at the antlers of
the runing deer.
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Once the rope is caught on the antlers,
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The antlers of the 3rd deer are cut in
the center of the area.
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This ceremony will be performed 4 times per day. -
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It takes about 30 minutes for one ceremony. -
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" @From JR Nara Station or Kintetsu Nara Station(Nara Line), take a bus for Shmal Junkan Sotomawari(City Loop Bus Outer Clrcle)
get off at “Kasuga taisha Omotesando’, and wa]k about 7 minutes.



